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duration of TAG
arid allocations would be effective for
the Atlantic migratory groups of king
and Spanish mackerel and for the Gulf
migratory group Spanish mackerel fix
the fishing year that commenced April 1,
ggi, and for the Gulf migratory group
king mackerel for the fishing year that
commences July 1, 1991. The other
changes would be effective upon
publication. The Intended effects are to
protect the mackerels from overfiahirig
end continue stock rebuilding programs.
while stili allowing catches by Important
ationai and commercial fisheries
dependent on these species. and to
clarify the regulations.
DArts: Written comments must be
received on or before July 16, 1991.
ADORESSEs: Comments may be sent to
and copies of the Draft Regulatory
Impact Review may be obtained frorn
Mark F. Codcharles. Southeast Region.
National Marine Fisheries Service, 9450
Koger Boulevard, St. Petersburg, FL
33702.

FOR RThE$ IWORMAT)ON CONTACT:
Mark F. Godcharies, 813-803-3181.
SUPLEMTARV IORAT1O5t The
mackerel fisheries are regulated under
the FMP. which was prepared Jointly by
the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic
Fishery Management Councils
(Councils), and its Implementing
regulations at 50 CFR part 642.

In accordance with 50 CFR 642.27, the
Councils appointed an assessment group
(Group) to assess on an annual basis the
condition of each stock of king sad
Spanish mackerel In the managemenl
unit, to report Its findings. and to make
recommendations to the Councils. Based
on the Group’s 1901 report and
recommendatleng, advice from the
Mackerel Advisory Panels and the
Scientific and Statistical Committees,
and public Input, the Councils
recommended to the Director, Southeast
Region. NMFS (Regional Director).
changes to TAGs. allocations, and bag
limits.

Spedficafly. the Councils
recommended that, effective with the
fishing year that began April 1.1901,
annualTACsbeiacreaaedfortb.
Atlantic migratory group. of king and
Spanish mackerel to 10.50 and 7.00
million pounds (m. lb..), respectively,
and Increased for the Gulf migratory
group of Spanish mackerel to 8.00 in. lb..
For the fishIng year begInning July 1.
1991, the Councilarecommended that
the annual TAC kit the Gulf migratory
group of king mackerel be Increase to
3.75 m. lbs. Afl proposed TACo are

within the range of the acceptable
biological catch (ABC) and equal to, or
closely approximately, the modal ABC
values determined by the Group.

Under the provisions of the FM?, the
recreational and commercial fisheries
are allocated a fixed percentage of each
TAC, except for the Atlantic group
Spanish mackerel, which Is apportioned
by a method established under
amendment 4 to the FM? to attain a 50
percent recreational and 50 percent
commercial allocation of TAC by the
1994/96 fishIng year. tinder that method
and with the proposed TAC Increase to
7.00 in. lbs., the Atlantic group Spanish
mackerel would attain the 50/30
commercIal/recreational allocation in
the fishIng year that began April 1, 1991.
Also, the Gulf king mackerel commercial
allocation is divided by fixed
percentages into quotas for eastern and
western zones. Under these percentages
and the proposed TACo. i991f92
allocations and quota.. would be as
follows:

:.cie.

044t King Uad’d—TAC_______ 5.75
Reaeaflone s5ocatton (68%) ._.__._. 391Comnwcial Matton (%) ........_. 1.84

Eawn ni 6Q%). (127)
Wes1emzon.(31%)._......._.__ (0.57)

0441 Spatsh e4C4—TAC .._. 860
Resbor afiocaSon (43%) ._. 3.70
Conwnsial ocsuon (57%).__...... 4_

Aflac King Mackere—ThC
Recreston.l a&cabon $2.a%)
Comnwc4i ocs5on

Aftnac Spanish
Recron loca1ton (6O.O%)..............J 3.50
Convi.e.e do .O%) 1.60

The recreational flshei’y Is regulated
by both allocations and bag limits. For
Atlantic group king mackerel, the
Councils recommended Increasing the
bag limits from three to five fish per
person per day In the northern area and
from two to five fish per person per day
in the southern area. The Councfls noted
that the group Is not overfished, that the
proposed TAC would Increase the
recreational allocation by 25 percent.
and that l.aet year’s recreational catch
mayreachosilyoopercentollts
allocation. The Councils believe that a
five-fish group-wide bag limit would
facilitate achievement of the optimum
yield for thi, segment of the fishery and
may reverse economic declines in the
charter vessel industry that have been
attributed to the lower bag limits.

For Gulf group king mackerel. the

Councils recommended a uniform bag
limit of two fish per person per day in
the eastern area (off Florida) in place of
the current option for persons fishing
from charter esaeks of three per person
per day, excluding operator and crew, or
two per person per day, including
operator and crew. The three-fish option
for persons fishing from charter vessels
in the remainder of the Gulf would
remain In effect. The Councils’ Intents ir
to impose a bag limit for Cull group kL.g
mackerel In the exclusive economic
zone off Florida that is compatible with
the bag limit in Florida’s waters and to
address persistent problems caused by
early reduction to zero of the bag Ihuits
in the Gull king mackerel recreational
fishery. In three of the last four fishing
years the recreational allocation was
reached and zero bag limits were
implemented in December, negatively
affecting important winter and spnng
recreational fisheries. Recent analyses
indicate that elimination of the three-
flab charter vessel option could
moderately reduce catch end prolong
recreational harvest. Elimination of the
option in the eastern area would have
Gulf-wide benefits because
approximately 80 percent of the annual
recreational catch of Gulf group king
mackerel has been taken from the
eastern area in recent years.

The Regional Director initially
concurs that the Councils’
recommendations are necessary to
protect the stocks and prevent
overfishing end that they are consistent
with the goals and objectives of the
fly!?. Accordingly, the Councils’
recommended changes are pubthhed for
comment.

hi addition to the Council.’
recommended chthzges, NOAA proposes
to clarify that the cobia daily bag lhret
of two fish per person applies regardless
of the number of liSps or the duration of
a trip, as was intended In Amendment 5
to the FMP, wbicb established the cobia
daily beg limit. The changes to f 642.28
specify that the bag limits apply per day,
consistent with the final rule
Implementing Amendment 5(55 FR
29370, July 19. 1990).

Other Matters

This action is authorized by 50 G’R
842.27 and complies with Executive
OrderlZ29I.

Ust of Subjects In 50 CFR Part 442

Fisheries, FishIng. Reporting and
recordieepfng requirements.
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Datedi June 24. 1991.
Samuel W. McKeea.
Acting Assistant A dministrator for FisherieL
Natlonal Marine Figherie Service.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 642 Is proposed
to be amended as follows:

PART 642—COASTAL MIGRATORY
PELAGIC RESOURCES OF ThE GULF
OF MEXICO AND SOUTH ATLANTIC

1. The authority citation for part 642
continues to read as follows:

Authorlty 18 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

642.21 (Amended)
2. In 642.21, the numbers are revised

In the following places to read as
follow,:

Pvagrt, Added

(a(1),astsentonc 1.38 1.84
(al(1)i) 0.94 1.27
(a)1)(i)...... 0.42 0.57
(a)(2). first senlence...._..._ 3.06 3.90
(b(1)....._............................._ 2.89 3.91
(bJ(2) 5.22 8.60
(CMI)....._........_..._ 2.99 4.90
(c)(2)............._......._ 3.14 3.50
(dNl)..._._........_._....._ 2.26 3.70

1.88 3.50

3. In * 642.28. paragraphs (a)(1).
(a)(3)(i), (a)(3)(ll) Introductory text. end
(b) are revised to read as follows:

642.21 Bag and possession Sinks.
(a)’ ‘(l)Baglimits.Apersoawho

fishes for king or Spanish mackerel from
the Gulf or Atlantic migratory group in
the EEZ, except a person fishing under a
permit specified In 642.4(a)(1) and an
allocation specified in * 642.21(a) or (c),
or possessing the purse seine incidental
catch allowance specified in * 842.24(d),.
Is limited to the following

(1) King rnaciterel Gulf migratory
.group.—{A) Eastern area. Possessing

two king mackerel per person per day
(B) Central and western areas. (1)

Possessing thre, king mackerel per
person per day, excluding the operator
and crew, or possessing two king
mackerel per person per day. Including
the operator and crew, whichever Li the
greater, when fIshing from a charter
vessel.

(2) Possessing two king mackerel per
person per day when fishing from other
vessels.

(ii) King mackerel Atlantic migratory
group. Possessing five king mackerel pes
person per day.

(iii) Spanish mackerel Gulf migratory
group.—(A) Eastern area. Possessing
five Spanish mackerel per person per
day.

(B) Central area. ossessing ten
Spanish mackerel per person per day.

(C) Western area. ossessing three
Spanish mackerel per person per day.

(iv) Spanish mackerel Atlantic
migratory group.—(A) Northern area.
Possessing ten Spanish mackerel per
person per day.

(B) Southern area. ossessing five
Spanish mackerel per person per day.

(3) ‘ (i) For the purpose of
paragraph (a)(1)(Iv) of this section. the
boundary between the northern and
southern areas Is a line extending
directly east from the Georgia/Florida
boundary (304Z’45.8’N. latitude) to the
outer limit of the EEZ.

(ii) For the purposes of paragraphs
(a)(1)(I) and (a)(1)(iii) of this section,

(b) Cobia. The daily bag and
possession limit for cobla in or from the
EEZ of the Gull of Mexico and the
Atlantic Ocean south of the Virginia I
North Carolina border is two fish per
person. regardless of the number of trips
or duration of a trip and without regard
to whether or not the cobla are taken
aboard a ve8sel with a commercial
permit.
• * * * a

(FR Doc. 91-15513 FlIed 6-28-91: 8:45 am)
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